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bank, which was joined by a great iron chain and a bridge of boats with
the golden tower on the opposite bank, at the bottom of the city. St
Ferdinand's fleet defeated that of the Moors and mounted the river within
sight of the Castle of Triana; his land forces vanquished the succours
sent from Africa, and in daily combats gained continual advantages.
Yet the siege was not advanced till, in the tenth month, on the feast of the
Invention of the Cross, in May, Ferdinand's admiral, by launching two
great ships upon the chain and bridge of boats, broke both. Triana was
then besieged and, after having been long battered with rams and other
engines and stood many assaults, was at length reduced. The city itself
surrendered on the 23rd of November 1249; the Moors were allowed a
month to sell or dispose of their goods; three hundred thousand removed
to Xeres, one hundred thousand passed into Africa. Axataf, Governor-
general of the Moors at Seville, being arrived at a hill called Belvidere
from which he had a prospect of the sea before him and of the city behind
him, turning towards Seville to take his last leave of that city, said with
tears that only a saint who by his justice and piety had heaven in his
interest in all his undertakings could ever have taken so rich, so populous,
and so strong a city with so small an army; but that God, by his eternal
decrees, had taken it from the Moors. St Ferdinand, after the most
solemn thanksgivings to God, implored the intercession of the Virgin
Mother before her famous image, which is still preserved, and refounded
the cathedral with such magnificence and splendour that it yielded to
no church in Christendom but that of Toledo. The three years which
he survived he resided at Seville, to settle the tribunals and regulate the
affairs of this important conquest; but added at the same time to his
dominions Xeres, Medina, Sidonia, Alcala de los Gazules, Bejar, Port
St Mary's, Cadiz, St Lucar, Arcos, Lebrixa, Rota, Trebuxena, and a
great number of other towns and castles. He showed by his example
that devotion is consistent with the duties of a king and a Christian
soldier; he was in all things severe to himself, but compassionate and mild
to all others, always master of himself and his passions. He was preparing
an expedition against the Moors in Africa when he was taken with his
last sickness. He prepared himself for death by the most edifying senti-
ments of compunction and a general confession; then called for the
viaticum; and whilst the Bishop of Segovia, attended by all the clergy
of Seville and the court, brought the holy sacrament, the king rose from
his bed, fell on his knees on the floor, put a cord about his neck, and taking'
a crucifix in his hands, kissed and saluted the wounds of his Saviour,
watering each of them with his tears. He then made his confession aloud,
though he had nothing to accuse himself of which others could think to
have been criminal, how much soever he was himself penetrated with
confusion and regret for the least appearance of a fault. He made an